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St. Maximus the Confessor (580-662) has gone through a life-
long theological struggle to defend and explain the mystery of the
Triune God with us, realized in Jesus Christ, using predominantly
the term “Deification”. It was a great priviledge as tutor of the
young Chinese priest Chen Kaihua, a “true disciple of the Lord”,
to dive in the course of several years into the depth of the mystery

of “the Triune God with us”, or “we with and in God Triune”.

Walking again attentively through the 406 pages, entitled: “A
Study of the Theory of ‘Deification’according to St. Maximus the
Confessor”, it seems to me, as if St. Maximus in Heaven begins
to smile saying: ““ I admire the young Chinese priest, as the author
of the study of my theory of deification, because he understood me
correctly in stressing with convincing clarity, that in Jesus Christ
there is one person with two natures, the divine and the human
nature, and through Jesus Christ we human beings participate in

the Divine mystery of love. We can say that we are deified. For
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this orthodox faith in Jesus Christ, I have suffered a lot, they cut
off my tongue and my right hand.”

The author, Fr. Chen Kaihua, describes in the first three parts
of his opus the life of Maximus the Confessor and the theory and
meaning of “Deification” in the world of theological thought
around his time. In the fourth part of his study, the author launches
his creative thought into a comparison of the theory and meaning
of “Deification” by St. Maximus, both with the theory and
meaning of the “metaphysics of relation”, elaborated by his tutor
gu shenfu, and with the theological paradigm of the “category of
unity” (yi ti fan zhou), developed by Aloysius Berchmans Chang
Chun-shen (1929-2015), most likely the most influential Chinese

theologian of our time.

The detailed comparison shows LOVE as the ultimate

mystery of reality, divine and created.

In his study, Fr. Chen Kaihua performs a double dialogue:
first, between the past (St Maximus in his world, and his theory and
meaning of “Deification”), and the present world of theological
thought today; and secondly, between West (metaphysics of
relation) and East (category of unity).

In deep gratitude and admiration I dare to dream about Fr.
Chen Kaihua’s future theological work as teacher and writer,
that he will be able to continue to unfold his creative theological

thinking and that he will be able to inspire many younger potential
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Chinese theologians, and finally, that he, like St. Maximus the
Confessor, in case of opposition, would have the courage to give

his tongue and his right hand.

Gu Hansong shenfu

August 5, 2016
Fu Jen Faculty of Theology of St. Robert Bellarmine
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